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1. Introduction

1.1. This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by Dacorum

Borough Council (DBC) and NHS Hertfordshire and West Essex ICB (NHS ICB),

hereafter referred to as “the parties”.

1.2. This SoCG supplements SCG03.1 that formalised the parties’ agreement that

DBC had fulfilled the legal requirements of the duty to co-operate (as set out in

Section 33A of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004).

1.3. This SoCG documents those matters both agreed and not agreed with regard to

the Dacorum Local Plan to 2041 (CD01.1) and supporting documents to assist

the Inspectors during the Examination of the Local Plan.

1.4. This SoCG is principally intended to address the representations made by NHS

Hertfordshire and West Essex ICB through Regulation 19 publicity period for the

Dacorum Local Plan to 2041. To clarify, as a statutory consultee, the NHS’

Regulation 18 and 19 responses were a coordinated NHS HWE ICB and system

partner response covering primary, community, mental health and acute

healthcare, including ambulance services.

1.5. This SoCG should be read alongside the West Hertfordshire Teaching Hospitals

NHS Trust (WHTH) Hearing Statement for Matter 5 – Site Allocations, with

detailed project information relating to site allocations Hm03 - Hemel Hempstead

Hospital Site and Hm05 - Hemel Hempstead Market Square not repeated here.

2. Background

2.1. DBC has made every effort throughout the preparation of the Dacorum Local

Plan to 2041 to ensure the Plan provides a robust, strategic framework for the

effective delivery of sustainable development.
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2.2. Throughout this process, the Council has engaged with the NHS ICB including 

joint working on policy development, additional allocations, specific evidence 

base studies and efforts to ensure the Plan implements national policy 

appropriately. 

 

2.3. The NHS ICB has fully engaged in the review of the Dacorum Local Plan to 2041, 

assessing and reviewing the impact of the spatial strategy against health 

infrastructure needs and against the NHS’ long term health planning and pipeline 

projects, to determine whether these projects spatially meet the distribution of 

housing growth and the quantum of need in the Local Plan.  

 

2.4. The NHS ICB also fully engaged in the draft IDPs, provided detailed information 

on NHS project requirements and costs for the HGGT IDP, covering primary, 

community, mental health and acute healthcare and the ambulance service, and 

provided detailed comments on the Dacorum IDP in the NHS’ Regulation 19 

response.    

 

2.5. To assist the Inspectors this SoCG includes a Schedule of Proposed 

Modifications following representations made by the NHS ICB and the reasons 

for the proposed modification.   

 

2.6.  A separate Schedule also records those matters where DBC is not in agreement 

with the NHS ICB and the reasons why.  These are presented in the following 

pages.  

 

 

  

















      Stage 3 Matters 

 

Matter 5 – Site Allocations 

 

Hemel Hempstead Hospital Site (Hm03) 

 

2.8. The parties agree that there is a clear need for deliverable sites in the short, 

medium and long term to meet identified housing needs in a timely manner and 

to sustain a five-year housing land supply.  

 

2.9. The parties agree that this site is allocated in accordance with the Spatial 

Strategy of the Local Plan to 2041, and that, in accordance with the National 

Planning Policy Framework and Planning Practice Guidance, the site is within a 

sustainable location, and is suitable, available, achievable and developable. 

 

2.10. The parties agree the Council’s evidence base studies have demonstrated that 

this site is sustainable, and that the Council is adequately planning for 

infrastructure for this site, and that appropriate infrastructure will be delivered, as 

set out in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. 

 

2.11. It is agreed between the parties that the site is not subject to any insurmountable 

environmental, legal ownership or technical constraints that would otherwise 

impede development. 

 

2.12. The parties agree the allocation of Hm03 is in a highly sustainable location on the 

edge of Hemel Hempstead Town Centre, with excellent accessibility and 

proximity to existing services, facilities and transport connections. 

 

2.13. Except where set out elsewhere in this Statement and the Hearing Statement for 

Matter 5 – Site Allocations, the parties broadly agree with the site-specific 

requirements for the allocation Hm03 as set out within Chapter 12 of the Pre-

Submission version of the Dacorum Local Plan to 2041. 

 

2.14. The parties note the high-level capacity study by West Hertfordshire Teaching 

Hospitals Trust (WHTH) for site Hm03 and amend its potential delivery capacity 

to ‘around 639 units, subject to masterplanning’.   

 

2.15. The Council notes that the allocation allows for some flexibility with allocation 

numbers and would therefore not be viewed as a maximum figure. 

 

2.16. In respect of Policy ID1 and recognising the unique context of the proposed 

development of HM03, the parties agree that it is necessary for the Council to 

provide further detailed guidance on the approach to securing developer 

contributions.  

 

2.17. The parties agree that the site Hm03, if recommended by the Inspectors to be 

allocated for 450 homes, can be delivered in general accordance with the policies 

contained in the new Dacorum Local Plan to 2041 within the period of the Local 

Plan, in broad accordance with the following trajectory: 





NHS leasehold interests on primary and secondary healthcare assets within the 

town centre. 

 

2.27. The parties note the positives steps made with Historic England to address 

concerns relating to the impact of development of Hm05 for a Health Campus on 

heritage assets.  The parties agree that the modification agreed between DBC 

and Historic England through a separate Statement of Common Ground is a 

welcomed step.  

 

2.28. The NHS ICB and WHTH’s position is that further modification is required to 

policy Hm05 as set out within the Hearing Statement for Matter 5 – Site 

Allocations. 

 

3.       Conclusions 

 

3.1. Dacorum Borough Council welcomes the NHS ICB’s support and suggested 

amendments to the policies and supporting text relating to health, contained 

within the Dacorum Local Plan to 2041. This SoCG addresses many of the 

representations raised by NHS ICB throughout the Regulation 19 publicity period 

with the parties committed to continue to work together on future iterations and 

updates to the HGGT and Dacorum wide IDPs.  

 

3.2. The proposal to allocate Hm03, and replacement primary and secondary 

healthcare at Hm05 is a shared vision resulting from a joint working partnership 

between DBC, West Hertfordshire Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust (WHTH) and 

the Hertfordshire and West Essex Integrated Care Board (HWE ICB), all of whom 

are strategically aligned on the need to make significant improvements to health 

and well-being services in Dacorum.  All parties are working jointly to ensure 

delivery of the planned development of the Hemel Hempstead Hospital site 

(Hm03) alongside the Market Square site (Hm05) and will continue to work 

cooperatively on all matters of mutual interest.  

 

3.3. The parties welcome the adoption of the Dacorum Local Plan to 2041 at the 

earliest opportunity. 
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